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 Are you afraid to drink 

the water? Many students in 

Freeport High School have been 

scared to drink the water because 

they heard there was lead in it. 

Truth be told, there is lead in the 

water. The lead in the water is 

below the legal limit.  The amount 

that’s supposed to be in the water 

is 15 parts per billion. When the 

water was tested, there were less 

than 15 parts per billion (which is 

safe to drink). Water fountains 

are safe to drink from and kitchen 

water is safe to cook from. The 

only water that isn’t drinkable or 

usable is water in science rooms 

and water in the bathrooms. FHS 

gym teacher Mrs. Jones said that 

last spring 2016, the district test-

ed the water. Out of the 343 

drinking sources (water fountains, 

bathroom sinks, etc.) five had an 

issue. The district fixed the five 

sources and returned them to nor-

mal.  Governor Cuomo then low-

ered the water regulations. Every 

school had to retest the water, and 

when our district retested the wa-

ter, the kitchen sinks and water 

fountains were fine. Anything 

that isn’t drinking water has lead 

in it and it won’t be fixed.  

 

The Robotics Club has been a 

spotlighted attraction to FHS stu-

dents interested in the engineer-

ing field. Mr. Harrison, a well-

known geometry teacher, repre-

sents this addition. Established in 

2008, Robotics Club has attended 

Vex Robotics Competitions for the 

past four years. They’ve won two 

championships, including last 

year’s VRC @ Adelphi University 

and 2015’s Vaughn College VRC 

competition. Club President Jus-

tin Merrill has been the only stu-

dent in FHS history to attend Vex 

National Championships twice, 

and is an excellent leader and 

source of information. If you enjoy 

working with peers of the same 

interests on designing, program-

ing, scouting and most important-

ly motor coordination of famous 

robot creations, this is the club for 

you.  

 The Fall is the perfect 

time of year to join the fun, decide 

on designs and have an opportuni-

ty to have an individual choice on 

different roles available that con-

sist of many responsibilities. Im-

portant tasks that students fulfill 

are completing presentations of 

the robot to judging panels, re-

searching lift and drive train de-

signs, and creating a journal 

workbook which includes every 

detail you may want to know 

about the journey of making the 

robot. Don’t forget the club is open 

to all, boys and girls.  If you can 

built a bot, Robotics Club will give 

you a shot. 

On December 13, 2016, the ESL/

ENL 3 students gathered in the 

DLC for the “Stories of Our Lives” 

book celebration. The students 

took the first quarter to develop 

books about their lives. They 

worked on these books in class, 

wrote rough drafts, reread and 

revised their work, all in prepara-

tion for the book celebration. Each 

of the students had their own 

unique story to share about their 

life and the struggles they have 

faced. Just speaking out about 

their experiences was like taking 

a small step out into an unfamil-

iar pool.  

 Attendees had the pleas-

ure of listening to the students 

read their works out loud or could 

read parts of the books on their 

own. The experience was a great 

opportunity to allow the ESL  stu-

dents to freely share their stories 

somewhere safe, in a world that 

often silences them.  

The Stories of Their Lives 

Maggie Robinson 

What is DECA? DECA 

stands for Distributive Edu-

cation Clubs of America. 

But if you still don’t know 

what that means I’ll ex-

plain.  DECA is based on 

business marketing; you 

pick a category that you’re 

most comfortable with to 

dispute. Categories vary 

from Sports and Entertain-

ment Marketing to Busi-

ness Law, Ethics, and even 

job interviews. DECA 

teaches you to become out-

going and be comfortable 

with public speaking. 

“DECA is a real life organi-

zation that gives high 

schoolers a taste of the 

business world. In my third 

year of being in the club I 

not only learned business 

terms, but also essential 

skills such as critical think-

ing, public speaking, time 

management, and leader-

ship,” said Vice President 

Jaidiver Morales. This 

year’s DECA competition 

was held at FHS on Satur-

day, January 7, 2017. Over 

1,000 students from Nassau 

schools were present.  Advi-

sor Mrs. Nela Hawthorne is 

very proud of our students. 

Last year about 16 students 

made it to the next level of 

this competition, and this 

year 22 students. So, Con-

gratulations to the follow-

ing Freeport DECA mem-

bers: Jocelin Aguilera, 

Audrey Arias, Odalys Be-

navides, Oscaria Bruce, 

Krystel Chambo, Michael 

Desir, Melanie Escobar 

(President), Dillon Finch, 

Kimberly Hernandez, Yas-

min Marine (Treasurer), 

Kenny Martinez, Miguel 

Marino, Jaidiver Morales 

(Vice President), Jennifer 

Perez- Pimental, Erick Ri-

vera, Evelyn Rodriguez 

(Secretary), Sadiki Skeete 

(President), Jordyn Smith, 

Katiana Thompson, Miran-

da Ureña, Victoria Wright 

and Chelsey Yotagri- 

Gutierrez. The next level of 

competition was held in 

Rochester, NY in early 

March. 

A Step Ahead—DECA 
Yasmin Marine 

As children we are taught 

to obey and respect men 

and women in uniform. 

Police are a big part of to-

day’s society, but some peo-

ple might not feel that way. 

Police brutality is a rising 

problem and it is some-

thing we continuously see 

and hear about on the 

news. The Mock Trial Club, 

hosted by Phalan Smith 

and advised by Mr. Re-

ginald Carolina, talked 

about this important topic. 

In 2009 33% of police that 

went through conviction 

were charged, and 64% 

that were convicted re-

ceived prison sentences. 

The average length of time 

spent in prison is 14 

months. From April 2009 

to June 2010, 5,986 reports 

of misconduct have been 

recorded, with 382 fatali-

ties that were linked to 

misconduct.   In 2010 2,541 

reports of misconduct were 

filed, with 23.3% detailing 

excessive force, and 13% 

ended with fatalities. 

 Chicago is a major 

city where brutality is com-

mon. In New York City 

body cameras are coming 

out this year, which is tak-

ing longer than expected, 

due to difficulties. Police 

brutality is the first event 

the Mock Trial Club has 

talked about this year. 

About 20 students showed 

up with 1 speaker and a 

couple of staff members. 

Some of the other topics 

the club talks about are 

same sex marriage, the 

Trump vs Hillary campaign 

and climate control. Cur-

rently the club is focusing 

on a competition against 50 

other schools with judges, 

and the format is much like 

a real trial.         

Problems on the Rise 

Kayla Johnson  
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From the Desk of the Editor 

Free Education: Good or Bad? 

     For all those who attended or are aware of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s State of the State 

address, you know that one of the propositions in Governor Cuomo’s five-step agenda is to 

make state college education free for any students whose family annual income is less than 

$125,000. The first thought that pops into a majority of people’s heads is, “Yes. That’s great!” or 

“Finally, someone looking out for the middle-class.” I admit, I still think it’s a good idea; but I 

do have some questions/comments/concerns. The first (albeit a little pessimistic--but nowadays 

pessimistic is the new optimistic) comment was: “It can’t be that easy.” I mean seriously, every-

one under $125,000 a year?  There has to be some sort of stipulation or incentive.  

     Which leads to another question: should there be any stipulation or incentive? For example, 

if a student is to get accepted into the school, do they have to take some form of entrance exam? 

I think so. I also think that students should have to maintain a certain standard of behavior in 

order to attend the school. I mean, college can't be open to everyone, otherwise people would 

take advantage of it. Students might begin cutting classes or start slacking on assignments, be-

cause why not? They could just do better next year. Which once again brings me to another 

question (there will be plenty): how many years does a student have to earn their degree? With 

the aforementioned ‘”I’ll always have next year” mindset in place many students might not 

take four years to earn their graduation credits, and that could lead to other problems. For ex-

ample, the government would have to pay more money the longer the student draws out his/ 

her education. Also, students that aren't on schedule with their courses could make it difficult 

for someone else to enroll because eventually that college will reach its capacity.  

     Another concern that I have is payment. Governor Cuomo’s address informed us of the 

many projects he has completed and all the future projects he plans to complete; all of which 

have, and will, cost millions and billions of dollars. If we are spending, and have spent, that 

much money, how will we be able to afford free college tuition for around 90% of New York’s 

population? Will the money be taken from taxes (which is one of the issues that our current 

Governor is trying to combat)? Or will we simply raise the prices of everything else (e.g. text-

books, student housing, rent)? And all those benefits that most college students receive (e.g. 

transit discounts, movie theater passes, etc.), will they disappear as well? Speaking of prices 

going up, it’s a possibility that once people realize that tuition is free for public schools (SUNY, 

CUNY), the prices of goods and renting and other services (around those areas) will substan-

tially increase. So although it is an amazing idea, I don’t think we can get our hopes up yet un-

til we have all the details. In my opinion, the best course of action would be to lower college tui-

tion to a price that’s more affordable; perhaps each school could be taken under review and 

classified into (academic) divisions, and the maximum tuition for each school will be based on 

which division it is in. I don’t know much about politics or the economy, but $15,000-$20,000 

seems reasonable to start off with (remember there would still be scholarships, student loans, 

banks loans, etc. available). The way I see it, something does need to change. College prices are 

way too high, but free education is a big, unpredictable risk. I pose one final question to you: Is 

it worth it? 

    Senior Editor  

    Nina-Simone Banks & Maya Brown 

Staff 

Lyndsay Barthe, Christian Blackwood, Marcus 

Brodsky, Katherine Cardoza, Tobias Hall, 

Roseanne Hylton, Desiree Johnson, Kayla John-

son, Jada Lowe, Nia Matthews, Yasmin Marine 

Lopez, Keyli Martinez Villeda, Jocelyn Mora Alva-

rez, Jennifer Perez Pimentel, Sebastian Pierre, 

Magnolia Robinson, Amber Saint Joy, Kanaja 

Shorter, VeAnce` Washington 

Advisors 

Ms. O’Hara & Mr. Farrell 

 

Freeport High School’s newspaper, Flashings, is a limited public forum 

of, by, and for the students.  Communication with the student body is 

one of our main priorities.  All copy will be written with integrity, 

awareness and sensitivity on the part of the student. All submitted 

material will be reviewed by the editors and advisor.  Any material 

that is found to be obscene, libelous and disruptive to civic order will 

not be published.  Material cannot be prohibited because it criticizes 

the school policy or practice.  The views expressed in their publication 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editors, advisors or admin-

istration. 



(It’s) Hairspray!  
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Maggie Robinson 

On January 4th, 2017 DECA 

members decided to have a hair donation 

drive. Locks of Love is a public, non-profit 

organization helping financially 

disadvantaged children, and even adults 

under the age of 21, suffering from long 

term hair loss from any diagnosis. Flyers 

were put up around the school to promote 

the event and with the help of social media 

the hair drive was a success. “I would want 

to serve an individual who would benefit 

from the wig, such as people that are 

battling cancer, and I would want to serve 

as inspiration for themselves,” said Art 

teacher, Mrs. Levine. Around seven people 

came and donated at least 10 inches of hair, 

the minimum. Their goal was to at least 

collect  

50 inches, four feet; instead, they collected 

approximately 80 inches, or seven feet. 

Many people participated: a mother and 

daughter duo came together to donate 

around 12 inches each, a student from night 

school who didn’t know about it but took a 

spontaneous, courageous decision, cut 10 

inches, a sophomore cut 16 inches, a junior 

cut 14 inches, and a sophomore who had cut 

her hair in the past and still had it but 

didn’t know where to donate.   She brought 

it to the hair drive, and finally a student 

came all the way from Oceanside. “Thank 

you for having me, and bringing the 

foundation into action,” said a student from 

Oceanside High School. Everything that 

they donated and collected went straight to 

the organization.  

Pushing Students Towards Perfection - NYSSMA 

Amber Saint Joy 

Every year between March and June in 

New York State, about 100,000 students 

participate in the NYSSMA spring adjudica-

tion festival.  Around 7,000 of these stu-

dents audition for the 8-All State perform-

ing groups, and roughly 900 students are 

accepted to participate. NYSSMA aims to 

improve music education across New York 

State for its membership and students in 

member school programs. It helps enhance 

musicians’ techniques, ability, and signifies 

their commitment. These musicians are as-

signed pieces based on levels ranging from 

one through six, one being the easiest and 

six the hardest.  These students performs at 

NYSSMA either to sing or to play their in-

struments, varying from orchestral to band.                   

  

 Many students from our school were 

able to get into the orchestra, band, and 

chorus of All-County 2017 due to their high 

performances. While interviewing the staff 

and students of Freeport High School, I was 

able to get their perspective on NYSSMA. I 

learned that many of these students had 

participated in NYSSMA since the fifth 

grade, and often appreciate the constructive 

critical feedback. They stated that it helps 

motivate them to work harder and improve 

their technique but some students agree 

that “it’s something to get you more in-

volved and actually playing your instru-

ment. It doesn’t always prove your musi-

cianship skill, it’s like taking a test, and the 

outcome can vary depending on your mind-

set for the day.” NYSSMA is basically the 

“AP of music performance,” but it doesn’t 

prove the success of a student. Since some 

students don’t have private teachers like 

others from different schools, they’re only 

able to practice with their music teacher in 

a certain amount of time. Most of these stu-

dents are balancing between AP’s, sports, 

and other extracurricular activities and 

rarely have the time to practice.  

 While interviewing some of the mu-

sic teachers at Freeport High School, I ad-

mired how they push their students to be 

greater and are willing to help them en-

hance their skills. In comparison to the stu-

dents, they believe that NYSSMA is a great 

opportunity for students to hear critiques 

on their ability other than themselves. They 

don’t stress about the students’ score, but 

more on them practicing. “NYSSMA is not 

the end of all things. If you did badly, own 

up to it.”  As a musician myself and being in 

my final year of high school, NYSSMA was 

a fun and stressful process for me. It helped 

me enhance my techniques, my level of per-

formance, and increased my confidence. In 

all honesty, I will miss participating in 

NYSSMA and the long hours of practicing.  

It was fun while it lasted and I hope for the 

best for the future students participating. 

Freeport High School has many wonderful 

and creative programs for students and the 

community to enjoy, but none like Drama 

Club. For years the Drama students and 

their advisors have been putting on beauti-

ful, professional shows that impress and 

amaze audiences, as well as challenging the 

students musically. Their challenge this 

year? The Broadway hit Hairspray, which 

will again be directed by Ms. Geraldine 

LaPenne with choreography by Mrs. Ma-

hendra Morales.  

 After a rather mellow (but still bril-

liant) production of The King and I last 

year, LaPenne said she wanted to shake 

things up. “...I wanted to do something 

more upbeat. I fed off the cast’s energy, and 

they wanted to dance!” Hairspray, being a 

musical where the main character wants to 

dance on a TV show, truly delivers on the 

dancing. “The audience will want to get out 

of their seats and dance with the cast,” 

LePenne reassured.  

 Myles Carter, a member of the Dra-

ma program since freshman year, will be 

playing the role of Seaweed this year (This 

will be his third lead role in a Freeport 

High School musical). To him, Hairspray is 

about more than just dancing. “The show 

itself is unmistakably about racial issues in 

the 60s,” he said, “but doing it here at FHS 

with such a diverse cast really shows that 

no matter who you are or where you come 

from, the Freeport Drama Department tru-

ly is a ‘rainbow experience’” - a joke from 

the show - “where you can come and show-

case [talent] you don’t usually get to, in 

front of the most supportive town I’ve seen. 

It’s what keeps me coming back every 

year.” Being part of an FHS musical means 

that you’re part of a family built on sup-

port, fun, and creativity. “The best part of 

rehearsals,” Myles said, “is probably the 

end where [the show] is being polished, re-

fined, and put together and you have this 

realization that ‘Hey, this is really coming 

together.’ ‘This is going to be magical.’”  

 “I think Hairspray has a great mes-

sage, especially during the times that we’re 

living in. We want to remind everybody 

that it is possible to coexist,” said LaPenne. 

“There’s gonna be lots of laughter, high en-

ergy...beautiful sets, and so much wonder-

ful music. I have no doubt that every age 

group will love it.”  

 From silly jokes to subtle innuen-

dos, there's something in Hairspray for eve-

ryone. The cast and crew have been work-

ing so hard this year, just like always, to 

put on the show on March 31st and April 

1st. So come on down and meet the nicest 

kids in town!!                                                                                                                              

 

Locks of Love Comes to Freeport School District 
Yasmin Marine 

Class of 2017 
 

May 13th— 

Senior Trip  

See Ms. Loper or Ms. 

Schmidt 
 

April 27th— 

Senior Talent Show 
 

June 6th— 

Prom at Chateau 

Briand 
 

June 26th—

Graduation  

at Hofstra 
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Out of 400+ students, only ten have man-

aged to make the list for the top ten stu-

dents in the Class of 2017. These students 

are those who have the highest cumulative 

grade point averages and have demonstrat-

ed a commitment to learning and also have 

an outstanding work ethic. Striving to land 

a spot on this list may seem out of reach for 

others, but these students see no limita-

tions on where their greatness can go. Stu-

dents may avoid striving to make the list 

mainly because they are afraid of losing 

friends along the way. However, according 

to Salutatorian Karissa Collins, “My 

friends were true supporters along my jour-

ney because if I had trouble understanding 

something, they would take time out to ex-

plain it to me and help me study.” Overall, 

the students in the top ten claim that their 

family, friends, and staff at FHS have pro-

vided them with the best support system 

possible so that they were able to reach 

their fullest potential.  A majority of the 

students in the top ten are involved in vari-

ous sports, clubs, and extracurricular activ-

ities. Taking part in multiple extracurricu-

lar activities and maintaining a high grade 

point average, according to #10 Kristen Ku-

mi, was “a little difficult at times, but after 

awhile I was able to learn how to create a 

balance between schoolwork and extracur-

ricular activities. It just required hard 

work.”  

 A great tip for learning how to bal-

ance with extracurricular activities was 

given by #3 Victoria Wright: “When I felt 

too stressed, I took a step back from one of 

the activities rather than my school work. 

Club advisors always understood the im-

portance of a student’s academic perfor-

mance.” Despite fighting the battle with 

taking part in extracurricular activities and 

trying to maintain a high cumulative grade 

point average, being in the top ten has its 

benefits, especially when applying to colleg-

es. According to Valedictorian Kimberly 

Serna, “Being in the top ten is a huge part 

in standing out, especially when applying 

to competitive schools. Some colleges even 

offer scholarships to those who are in the 

top ten of their senior class.” Because of 

this, those in the top ten encourage other 

students to take control of their destiny and 

apply themselves fully in school. The jour-

ney may not be easy but it will be worth it 

if you 

have a 

reason. 

Victoria 

Wright 

said, “I 

work hard 

because I 

have a 

certain 

future I 

see myself with, which I know requires a lot 

of work.” The same should apply to all stu-

dents at FHS. If you have a goal in life, 

work your hardest to achieve it. Kristen 

Kumi advises “Always aim to do the best 

you can. Also, focus in all your classes and 

on what’s important.” Another key point of 

advice, from Valedictorian Kimberly Serna, 

is “If you don’t understand a topic or are 

not doing well in a class, go to your teacher 

for help. They can provide you with more 

detailed explanations out of class. If not, 

even going to a fellow classmate for help 

can be beneficial.”  

 Doing all of this may seem like a 

load of work to students, but the overall 

feeling the students in the top ten get when 

they see their hard work is a rewarding 

one. Kristen Kumi said, “ Tears and ex-

haustion were worth it,” because the overall 

feelings of joy and pride weigh over them. 

Lastly, the Class of 2017 is aware that they 

will be hearing a speech at graduation from 

their Valedictorian, Kimberly Serna, who 

when asked if she was nervous, replied, “I 

think anyone would be nervous about giv-

ing a speech in front of hundreds of people. 

However, I’m looking forward to being able 

to connect with the student body.” 

 

The Future Plans of the Top Ten Stu-

dents in the Class of 2017 

1. Kimberly Serna plans to become a physi-

cian  

2. Karissa Collins  plans on graduating col-

lege with a masters degree in civil engi-

neering and hopes 

to continue and even earn a doctorate de-

gree. After, she plans to work for a compa-

ny and eventually become the CEO of her 

own civil engineering firm one day.  

3. Victoria Wright plans on going to school 

for her undergraduate degree in business 

management or marketing. After, she plans 

on going to law school and would like to 

practice corporate law for a few years and 

then start her own company.  

4. Melissa Alvarez is currently enlisted in 

the U.S Navy and has applied to many col-

leges such as Cornell University, NYIT, 

Fordham University, RIT, and SUNY Mari-

time in hopes of going to college under the 

NROTC Scholarship. She then wishes to be 

an electrical or nuclear engineer.  

5. Rajiv Chanda plans on majoring in bio-

medical engineering on a pre-med task, 

hoping to attend NYU at the same time, 

and earn a dual degree in chemistry and 

biomedical engineering.  

6. Ismary Jimenez plans to major in history 

or political science. Hopes to then become a 

lawyer.   

7. Kaitlin McLaughlin plans to major in 

education and become a math teacher. 

Math has always been her favorite subject, 

so she desires to help others learn it.  

8. Abbey Ebesu plans to major in physics 

and become a physician.  

9. Erica Matos-DeLosSantos plans to study 

at Baruch College and major in accounting. 

Her goal is to become a CPA (certified pub-

lic accountant) and live in the city.  

10. Kristen Kumi plans on going to college 

to get her bachelors in chemistry or bio-

chemistry and then hopefully continue to 

get her Pharm D and become a clinical 

pharmacist.   

FHS’ Top Ten Students Set the Graduation Tone 
Roseanne Hylton 

It is 6:23AM and you’re excited to go on a 

field trip. Many students at FHS are not 

able to go on field trips and experience that. 

According to the school’s field trip policy, if 

you are not passing ALL your classes, you 

will not be able to attend the field trip. Also, 

students may be prevented from attending 

these field trips due to their conduct in any 

other school-related activity. May 1st is the 

last day to schedule field trips, so if you are 

in Advanced Placement and college courses, 

you are not going to be scheduled for any 

field trips after April 15th until the comple-

tion of the AP and other college-level as-

sessment. Many may ask, “Is this fair?” Ac-

cording to sophomore Kayla Johnson, “If 

you were failing a class that isn’t major, you 

should still be able to go because it’s high 

school and we would like to enjoy our time 

here.” As students in high school, don’t we 

all look forward to exciting field trips? It 

would be terrible if you couldn’t  go on a trip 

because you were failing a class, or involved 

with another school activity, or enrolled in a 

college course class. “If a trip is educational, 

you should be able to go on that field trip,” 

said sophomore Desiree Johnson, another 

student at FHS.  

 Every field trip has a purpose and 

it’s a time where students can enjoy our-

selves.  According to FHS junior Christian 

Blackwood, “We should have more field 

trips during the year that students can go 

on. And also, a student should be able to go 

if they are respectful and do what they’re 

supposed to, not if they’re failing a class or 

not.”   Many students agree with this. Soph-

omore Jocelyn Mora said, “I think there 

should be a big field trip for each class (not 

senior year) because it would be more of a 

relief. Instead of getting signatures from 

every teacher, we should determine if we 

can go on a trip or not by parent consent 

only.”   She added, “At the end of the day, 

the parent controls where we go because we 

need their permission, and teachers shoul 

not stop us from going if our parents gave 

their consent to go.” So based on many com-

ments from the students, many disagree 

with the field trip policy. Even though peo-

ple oppose that idea, it’s not definite that 

anyone would change the policy. Field trips 

make high school fun. It’s another way to 

get closer to your classmates, explore, learn 

new things, and get to know the environ-

ment around you. 

What Does it Take to Go on a Field Trip? 
VeAnce` Washington 
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Technology Take Over 
Marcus Brodsky 

Just 10 years ago, the first ever iPhone was 

released. It amazed everyone because you 

could interact with it using just your finger. 

Today if you don’t have a touchscreen 

phone, you’re probably eight years old or 

eighty years old.  

But before the iPhone, most people 

used computers for work and cell phones to 

make phone calls. Today, we use technology 

to wake up in the morning, order food, shop 

online, find entertainment and news, and 

snap pictures with dog filters. We also have 

self-driving cars, automated home security 

systems, and Amazon. Just 10 years ago, 

you couldn’t get your items with 2-day 

prime shipping. And have you ever noticed 

that you can tell your Xbox to turn on when 

it’s off; so, is it ever off? Honestly, I could 

have spoken this entire article into the 

computer instead of typing it. So, is tech-

nology taking over our lives and invading 

our privacy?  

A normal day in the life of an FHS 

student consists of waking up via alarm 

clock, complaining about a Monday morn-

ing with a bitmoji, coming to school in a 

car, learning in school on a smartboard, 

Snapchatting their day, coming home to 

type their homework on a computer, binge 

watching some Netflix, shopping online, 

and falling asleep with their phone right 

next to them. Now 10 years ago, you could 

not spend your whole day online. But 10 

years from now who’s to say that students 

won’t be able to wake up, sit in a car that 

drives you to school by itself, use hands free 

Snapchat spectacles to show your friends 

your morning, learn on Chromebooks where 

the teacher administers the assignment 

online, and go to your favorite sit-down res-

taurant after school without having to talk 

with a waiter or waitress? Places like Ap-

plebee's and The Cheesecake Factory allow 

you to pay just using your mobile device at 

the table so there isn’t a human taking 

your money or card. Places like Dunkin’ 

Donuts and Starbucks allow you to do a 

mobile order on the go, so once you walk 

into the store you just pick up the order 

with your name on it and walk out without 

any human interaction.  

Technology has also taken over our 

cities with car services such as Uber and 

Lyft, similar to a taxi but all you have to do 

is have a card set up and your pickup and 

drop off location on your phone. Today, 

someone is driving those cars and they are 

getting paid for it, but 10 years from now, 

who’s to say that you will have to pay the 

same price to get into a car with no one 

driving? If your pickup location is your 

house and the car drove itself to your 

house, the car company owning the car 

would have your address saved in its data-

base, and if this database were to be 

hacked, your life could be in danger. Today, 

almost 30% of Americans have home securi-

ty systems to protect their home and every-

thing inside of it from criminals and un-

wanted guests. These systems usually con-

sist of cameras, sensors, and monitors, and 

can often control your windows, blinds, and 

locks all of which can usually be controlled 

by your phone. If this system were to be 

hacked, someone could be watching your 

every move in your house and follow your 

day to day lifestyle, which could lead to you 

and your family being in danger. Of course 

these systems are highly protected and it 

would take an individual with computer 

skills and time to figure it out, but what if 

someone that was a part of the company 

decided to watch your every move? Since 

technology can be unpredictable, there 

could be a system malfunction leading to 

files being released. And if you lose your 

phone and another person finds it, you ba-

sically just gave them the key to your front 

door.  

While interviewing adults on the 

subject, they often brought up the fact that 

their privacy is being invaded and that a 

robot or computer will eventually do their 

job without being paid. Some jobs include a 

banker being taken over by ATM’s, a teach-

er being taken over by online school, and 

your mail and packages being brought to 

you in a couple of hours by a drone. All of 

these would no longer consist of human in-

teraction. They also brought up the fact 

that if you wanted to learn something new 

10 years ago, you had to interact with an-

other human being or read a book written 

by one. Today, any question you have can 

be answered by Google. On the other hand, 

teens often say, “I can’t live without my 

phone.” Today’s teens and young adults 

often don’t have adequate social skills to 

speak to someone in a time of need. In-

stead, they turn to their devices for a bit of 

dopamine by swiping right or getting heart 

eyes under their Instagram post. Being a 

teen myself, I do admit to using technology 

every day and scrolling through Twitter 

feed during an awkward silence or situa-

tion. And like many others, I have used my 

phone in school. Today, technology should 

be used to enhance our educational experi-

ences. So the next time you’re sitting in 

class, and you aren’t using your phone as a 

planner, to take notes, or to submit the 

homework on Classroom, remember there 

is more to life than that text and the next 

game of iMessage 8-Ball.  

Humans now use technology for 

almost everything and anything, but tech-

nology should be used to make our lives 

easier and enhance them, without taking 

them over. A key requirement is that we 

should be in control. We should not allow 

our gadgets to control our lives, social skills 

or decisions. When this happens, it can en-

danger the proper development of the per-

sonality and impede the social relationships 

needed for life together in society. 

 

Should FHS Offer Child Development Classes? 

Childhood Development is a class in which 

you get an early education in taking care of 

a child. Many people in my generation get 

pregnant at 16. Some pregnancies may be 

accidental and others may be on purpose, 

but mothers should still get the ideal infor-

mation before they give birth to a human 

being of their own. Many teenagers may 

think it’s so easy because they have a baby 

brother or baby sister, but it’s not as easy as 

it seems once your mother makes you step 

up and take responsibility for your actions.  

 I interviewed two people in my age 

group, and they didn’t know that we are the 

only local school that doesn’t provide child-

hood development classes, or something 

similar to it. An astonished junior Roseanne 

Hylton responded, “Wow, I didn’t know 

that.  That is crazy.” Many students prefer 

to combine health and early childhood as 

one class, because they feel as if childhood 

development should be a mandated class. 

Jada Lowe a sophomore agrees.  Many other 

students that got pregnant at 15 and 16 

were interviewed but wanted to remain 

nameless. They agreed that having early 

childhood development classes would have 

helped them gain a better understanding of 

taking care of a child.  Did you ever sit 

down in your room and start thinking, 

“What if I became a father earlier than ex-

pected?” Others sit and say to themselves, “I 

would never get pregnant at 16 because I 

want a future,” but sometimes things turn 

out otherwise. If there was a class at Free-

port High School combined with health, 

which would require childhood development 

to be a mandated class, pregnancy rates 

would decrease.  Absences would decrease 

also, because once the class  is in session 

and people realize how hard it is to take 

care of a child, many wouldn’t have a child 

because they’d know it isn’t as easy as it 

seemed. Having this class would answer 

questions most teachers can’t answer. Ms. 

O’Hara had a student ask her, “What if I 

wanted to have an abortion under my par-

ents’ insurance?” How did you think she 

responded to that? In her old high school, 

she had a class called “Childhood Develop-

ment,” which I assume thoroughly helped 

her understand childhood, birthing, and 

other parental issues. As you can see, hav-

ing childhood development classes will help 

decrease pregnancies, and allow a better 

understanding of how hard it is to be a 

mother or a father. 

Kanaja Shorter 

Have a story or an idea?   

Stop by room 242 or 206 and see Ms. O’Hara or Mr. Farrell.   
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On December 2nd, 2016, a warehouse in 

Oakland, California caught fire with dozens 

of people inside, killing 36 of them. At the 

time of the fire, an underground rave was 

occurring. Many were able to escape but 

many others weren't so fortunate. The old-

est victim was 61 and the youngest was 17 

years. The 17-year-old victim also happened 

to be the son of the deputy identifying the 

bodies. The fire was so intense that fire-

fighters deemed it unsafe for emergency 

responders to enter. It took a few days to 

identify all the bodies. Some were so severe-

ly burned that they had to use dental rec-

ords to identify the victims. 

Underground raves are electronic 

parties that happen secretly, usually in are-

as many people aren't in after dusk, such as 

warehouses like the one this rave was held 

in. Electronic Dance Music, also known as 

EDM, is a genre of music loved and cher-

ished by people of all ages with music festi-

vals held all around the world. Under-

ground raves happen all the time, and they 

are usually publicized through social media. 

Hundreds of people can attend these illegal 

parties, making them very vulnerable to 

disaster.  

When tragedies like this occur, with 

victims of all ages, it concerns party goers, 

such as high school students, because it 

gives them the realization that it can hap-

pen to anyone at any time. When asked if 

tragedies like these make him wonder how 

safe the parties he attends are, FHS junior 

Sebastian Pierre said he does get concerned 

about if he were to ever be trapped and have 

to face death. “I go to parties often and I 

never really think about the consequences 

that can occur because of the thrill of the 

music and party life. If I was in the middle 

of a situation like this, I would do anything 

to try to save my friends and myself.”  FHS 

students always throw parties and most 

people assume they are safe because really, 

what could go wrong? But it's always good 

to really answer the question and think 

about it yourself because you never know 

when your last party really can be your last.  

 

Know Your Surroundings 
Jennifer Perez Pimentel 

Resolution (noun): a firm decision to do or 

not to do something. New Year (noun): the 

calendar year just begun or about to begin. 

A new year may result in the idea of creat-

ing a resolution, particularly challenging a 

person to “keep it.” But how long does it 

take for us to forget about our resolutions or 

rupture them? Studies show that just 8% of 

Americans actually achieve their resolution 

goal. The most common resolutions among 

Americans for 2017 were to lose weight, eat 

healthier, make life improvements, quit 

smoking and even find a better job. Howev-

er, studies show that only 76.2% of people 

maintain their resolution throughout the 

first week. At Freeport High School, resolu-

tions are popular among students. Some 

resolutions include doing better in school 

and being more respectful, and one student 

even said he’s focusing on “getting them 

credits so I can graduate.” Some secrets to 

keeping resolutions are to make your goal 

specific, measure progress, have patience, 

share your goals with friends and families, 

make a schedule, always remember that 

something is better than nothing, get up 

when you slip up, and also be self-aware. 

Use these secret ingredients and 2017 will 

surely, most definitely be “your year.” Good 

luck! 

New Year, Same Me 
Christian Blackwood 

Homelessness is not just our problem; what 

does it mean to you? Homelessness is not 

just lacking a comfortable place to live, but 

having a home is where a foundation is 

started; it’s where the roots of a family are 

planted and where you receive love. Accord-

ing to the Long Island Coalition for the 

Homeless, there are approximately 3,960 

homeless individuals on Long Island who 

are considered street homeless or doubled 

up with family or friends in overcrowded 

homes. On Long Island, there are 2,025 

homeless individuals under the age of 18, 

and 355 people between the ages of 18 to 24 

are homeless. In addition, 1,948 are men 

and 2,025 are women. While conducting my 

research, I have also found that 430 individ-

uals living amongst us in Freeport are con-

sidered homeless. What’s being done?  

 Growing up in Freeport, all I have 

dreamed of is one day having a family and 

hopefully owning my own home, but as I get 

closer to graduating, I see my chances are 

getting slim. The cost of living with what 

people are actually earning has a lot of New 

Yorkers packing up and sailing for the 

south because the cost of living is much 

cheaper. I have researched online and found 

that a two bedroom apartment in New York 

ranges from $1500 to $2000 a month com-

pared to North Carolina, where a two bed-

room apartment ranges from $650 to $1,000 

a month. According to  sophomore Kanaja 

Shorter, “Rent and mortgage are really ex-

pensive because if you move south the cost 

of living is much cheaper than New York.” 

That shows people are leaving New York 

because of the cost of living; most people 

can’t afford to stay in New York anymore. 

As many may know, Nassau County is one 

of the most expensive counties to live in and 

Freeport is an expensive town to live in as 

well. The perks of living in this overly ex-

pensive town are that Freeport is a village; 

we have their own electric, police and sani-

tation department. That’s one of the reasons 

why the Freeport residents pay double tax-

es.  

 To help the homeless epidemic, the 

National Alliance to End Homelessness has 

developed a 10 year plan to provide home-

less individuals with safe and stable hous-

ing, and to give them access to a decent and 

nurturing environment, The most affected 

population and most likely to be homeless 

are women, children, disabled persons, and 

veterans. What is this 10 year plan all 

about? As we are getting closer to 2018 it is 

coming closer to a conclusion. The goal of 

this plan is to end homelessness, and to 

reach it they have planned on investing in 

more preventative services to make sure the 

homeless receive the appropriate services 

needed, increasing low income housing ac-

cess for all, adding more transitional ser-

vices for the street and shelter population, 

providing educational training and increas-

ing the public's knowledge about the home-

less population. Making the homeless a pri-

ority starts with people in power. What was 

once a problem can turn into a solution if 

we can get government to work together 

and understand that this is a problem 

across the globe, but particularly on Long 

Island. We must do more to build a better 

Long Island.  

Homelessness— Not Just Our Problem 
Jada Lowe 

Nassau County Bus Rerouting 
Kayla Johnson 

Do you take the bus or know someone who 

does?  If so reading this article may be im-

portant.  NICE Bus budget gaps may mean 

Nassau commuters might have a hard time 

getting where they need to be.  I think that 

Nassau commuters should be able to take 

the bus to all routes.  Having a meeting and 

talking about how to fix this problem is 

smart.  Seeking additional money/ funding 

is also smart. 

      Nassau commuters should be able to 

take the bus to all routes.  Impacting 5,400 

passengers each weekday, it is important 

that the bus service get people as close to 

their destination as possible.  Most people 

that take the bus cannot afford cars and 

really need it.  Cutting 10 bus routes will 

make it hard for commuters to get to their 

jobs, schools, and destinations.  If cutting 10 

bus routes isn’t bad enough, they would also 

be forced to reduce service on four others. 

        To start finding a solution to this prob-

lem, having a meeting will make everyone 

focus.  Also, it is an easy way to get multiple 

opinions at once.  Being that they need addi-

tional funding to fill a $6.8 million deficit, 

we need to find a way to get the mon-

ey.  Nassau County Legislator Kevan Abra-

hams is one of the local leaders calling for 

emergency support to preserve bus service. 
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Teen Pregnancy—Preventative Measures 

Jocelyn Mora 

Teenage pregnancy is the term used to de-

fine an adolescent who becomes pregnant 

between the ages of thirteen and nineteen. 

According to choicepregnancy.org, 82% of 

these pregnancies are unintentional. Unfor-

tunately, the majority of these victims are 

financially unstable, have yet to complete 

their high school degree, and are mentally 

immature. Fortunately, there's a lot of in-

formation and resources covering sexual 

and reproductive health problems.  These 

resources display preventative measures a 

teenager can take in order to not become 

another statistic. There are contraceptives 

such as condoms and other birth control 

methods that safely prevent pregnancies. 

These contraceptives can be found at your 

local primary doctor's office, school health 

class, Planned Parenthood, or even with a 

trusted parent/ adult. The most effective 

contraception is sexual and reproductive 

education because then you are aware of 

the consequences of unprotected sex.  

A serious, sometimes unconsidered 

consequence of teen pregnancy is the health 

of the mother and the child. According to 

TeenHelp.com, teen girls have underdevel-

oped bodies that can't handle a pregnancy, 

therefore putting the child and mother at 

risk at birth. Once the mother discovers 

that she is pregnant she is faced with the 

difficult decisions as she takes into consid-

eration how her well-being may change. 

Thankfully there are many options availa-

ble; one is abortion. Based on statistics 

shown on childtrends.org, a quarter of 

teens proceed with abortion. In this case 

the teen is not left with a child but it forced 

to deal with emotional and physical conse-

quences. Adoption is another option availa-

ble in which the mother decides to place the 

child in the care of another couple with 

hopes of ensuring a brighter future for the 

baby. Lastly, a mother can choose to be-

come responsible for her baby. This is the 

most financially strenuous situation for the 

mother. Daily life becomes more difficult, 

but undeniably not impossible. There are 

many resources available to the mother and 

her family if she wishes to continue her ed-

ucation. According to the New York Civil 

Liberties Union, students can attend public 

school for free until they receive their high 

school diploma or they turn 21. Some 

schools also offer home tutors, and even 

night school. All in all, it is evident that 

teen pregnancy can come with many hard-

ships. However, every situation is unique, 

and therefore handled differently. Favora-

bly, there are many resources available for 

those that do become pregnant, making it 

easier for a mother to deal with.  

 

Can you believe it? A girl who was abducted 

at birth is found 18 years later and reunites 

with her biological family. Most people be-

lieve that to be the victim would be one of 

the worst things that could ever happen to 

them. This is because a lot of people would 

be angry to know that they were being lied 

to for 18 years straight. Also, to grow up 

under a false identity for 18 years would 

cause most people to have psychological 

problems since they’d be constantly ques-

tioning who they are.  

 As mentioned, this can be a difficult 

situation because a lot of people would be 

angry to know that they were being lied to 

for 18 years . When a person becomes aware 

of the fact that they are being lied to, their 

reality gets turned upside down and they 

are forced to question everything that they 

have once believed to be true. Being lied to 

also causes emotional hurt and it is often 

hard for people to make peace with their 

feelings. Finally, being lied to also ruins 

relationships, and in most cases these rela-

tionships are not repairable due to the lack 

of trust. 

 Another reason this can be a diffi-

cult situation is that growing up under a 

false identity for 18 years would cause most 

people to have psychological problems. 

These psychological problems would arise 

because the victim would be constantly 

questioning who they are. This feeling of 

being lost in the world can be dangerous 

because the victim is forced to find someone 

or something that can give them a sense of 

belonging, and in some cases, they may turn 

to a gang. Finally, this can be a difficult sit-

uation because the victim may close them-

selves out from the world, mainly because 

they are afraid of being lied to.  

 As you can see, because of the long 

term effects, being a victim of abduction at 

birth can be a difficult and serious situa-

tion. How would you feel if you had been in 

the victim’s shoes? Or in another point of 

view, how would you feel too, as a mother 

going through labor, to have your newborn 

child stolen? Newborn babies deserve to be 

protected just as much as you do. 

Roseanne Hylton 

Student Voices and Views 
How Would You Feel if that Baby was Yours? 

Pregnancy and What it means Today? 

Desireè Johnson  

Women’s healthcare for pregnancy could be 

going downhill because Trump wants to 

repeal Obamacare. This will mostly affect 

women, especially those who are pregnant. 

Women will new have to pay more money 

but receive less of what they need. In my 

opinion, they shouldn’t repeal it. Half of the 

pregnancies in America aren’t planned. So 

there are 2 options women look to: abortion 

or prenatal meds. Either way, Obamacare 

can provide financial relief. 

 Prenatal meds are very expensive.  

I think they shouldn’t repeal the law be-

cause that could create problems for women 

in America. Abortions are also expensive, 

,and birth control costs money too. Women 

would have to pay for it out of their pocket. 

Women would also have to pay for breast 

pumps if they decide to nurse. This is a lot 

of money going toward a baby, money a 

healthcare company can pay. Obamacare 

has been working for 8 years; I think if 

Trump doesn’t want to fully support 

Obamacare he can at least maybe deduct a 

little bit of the funding to women’s health, 

or  even to anyone under Obama care in 

general. Women who are now pregnant and 

in the middle if their pregnancy may have a 

hard time if their Obamacare gets fully cut 

off. 

 If Obamacare gets cut off for preg-

nant women, they obviously get their bene-

fits cut off,  along with other protections. 

The law should remain on the books. 

If you find yourself in a situation, know there is 

staff at FHS to help.  Don’t be afraid to ask!    
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Nia Matthews 

FHS Students Take a Look at Music 

To Pimp A Butterfly—A Scholarly Album 

A Deeper Look Into the Lady 

Lady Gaga has been known as an 

enigmatic artist since her debut. Joanne, 

Gaga's fifth album, has been her most per-

sonal and passionate album yet. From her 

turbulent songs like "Diamond Heart" and 

"Perfect Illusion," to her tender yet passion-

ate ballads like "Angel Down" and "Hey 

Girl," Gaga has once again proven her cha-

meleon-like ability to transform herself son-

ically and personally. "Diamond Heart,” the 

opening track, is an electric anthem that 

kick starts the mood of the album. "Angel 

Down,” inspired by Trayvon Martin's mur-

der, is an ode to the Black Lives Matter 

movement; as well as feeling lost in an age 

of social media. “Perfect Illusion” is a per-

fect mash-up between rock and pop which 

results in an exhilarating, powerful master-

piece. “Ayo,” a southern feeling pop song, is 

another amazing piece that contributes to 

the album. “Sinner’s Prayer” is a folkish 

song with a warm country twang to contrib-

ute to yet another great song. Lady Gaga 

(also referred to as “Mother Monster”) con-

cludes the album with “Come to Mama,” an 

anthem about loving one another and ex-

pressing your feelings. 

Sebastian Pierre 

Imagine you go into the bathroom, and you 

find a person of the opposite sex inside. 

Well, now you can because of ALL GENDER 

BATHROOMS. These restrooms may be 

used by any person regardless of their gen-

der-identity or expression. These gender-

neutral restrooms are also specifically in-

tended to serve the needs of: transgender or 

gender nonconforming individuals who may 

be subject to harassment or violence when 

using male or female specific restrooms, 

parents who otherwise may not be able to 

accompany their children of a different gen-

der into a gender specific restroom, people 

with disabilities who have an attendant or 

caregiver of a different gender, and others 

who simply desire the privacy that a single 

stall bathroom affords. People have begun 

working towards gaining equal accessibility 

to bathrooms on many college campuses and 

high schools. With the help of the Bathroom 

Bill, this has become a reality for many 

transgender individuals. The bathroom bill 

is the common name for legislation or a 

statute that defines access to public facili-

ties – specifically restrooms – by 

transgender individuals. Even with this bill, 

people do not feel safe or protected in these 

gender neutral bathrooms. One of the big-

gest issues people seem to have with the 

idea of a transgender person in the women's 

bathroom is the idea that someone will be 

attacked, raped or murdered. What people 

don’t understand is women’s bathrooms do 

not provide any physical barrier to potential 

predators, who can just as easily walk 

through an unlocked door that reads 

“women” as any other unlocked door. You 

shouldn’t be afraid of gender neutral bath-

rooms because in reality all it does is create 

an equal place for any person regardless of 

their gender identity or expression.  

We need to move forward and stop 

putting people into little boxes. We should 

embrace diversity of every individual.  Eve-

ryone is different, and yet we are all the 

same, so I think it time to make things easi-

er for all those that don't fit into any boxes 

and move forward into acceptance.  

Are You Afraid of Gender Neutral Bathrooms? 

Maya Brown 

Kendrick Lamar’s album, To Pimp A Butter-

fly, is being recognized as a modern classic 

by one of the most prestigious colleges: Har-

vard. This is a very important moment in 

Hip-Hop culture. This event should be in-

cluded in the list of important happenings 

in Hip-Hop because when Hip-Hop was 

starting to develop nobody thought it would 

last this long. Also, Hip-Hop is always asso-

ciated with violence, drugs and anything 

that has a negative connotation. Based on 

those reasons, it is good that something pos-

itive is being said about a body of work that 

is part of this culture.  

When Hip-Hop first started out no 

one would’ve believed it would last this 

long. The birth of this genre and culture 

was in 1973, and it still continues to live on 

now. It started off in the Bronx at a small 

birthday and is now being heard interna-

tionally. This party was hosted by one of the 

founding fathers of Hip-Hop, DJ Kool Herc. 

Even though Hip-Hop is a genre and 

culture practiced and loved all over the 

world, many people associate it with igno-

rance and negativity. When this style of 

music first came out, it always sent out a 

positive message. Over time, when Hip-Hop 

became more popular and less of an under-

ground subculture, it became corrupted 

with negativity. While Hip-Hop has been 

associated with negativity, rappers have 

been using their craft to promote positivity 

and change.  

Once again, Kendrick Lamar’s 

achievement of his album being in Har-

vard’s library archive has to be remem-

bered. This achievement has to be remem-

bered because Hip-Hop has been strongly 

doubted by the people who didn’t under-

stand the culture. Also, it has a negative 

connotation for years and still continues to 

be questioned today. Whenever Hip-Hop is 

recognized for positivity it must never be 

forgotten because people will always bring 

up the unfavorable parts just so that every-

one will forget how it has influenced pop 

culture as we know it today. 

Sticks 

By TJ 

Lost your copy 

of Flashings?  

Find it on 

FHS’ website.  


